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Notes and Comments 


HE issues of Bibles, Testaments, and por- 
tions by the American Bible Society dur- 
ing 1929 totaled 11,102,664 volumes. This is 
the fifth year in succession in which a new 
high figure has been reached. The dominant 
hope is that the good seed has fallen into good 
soil. 
x ae x 
The great increase during these five years 
has been in the portions. While one would 
rejoice in an increasing issue of whole Testa- 
ments and Bibles, one may 
well rejoice in such a vast dis- 
tribution of the portions, since 
the great bulk of these por- 
tions were Gospels. In round 
numbers, the total has risen 
from 6,600,000 Bibles, Testa- 
ments, and portions issued in 
1924, to 9,200,000 in 1925; 
then $0 9,900,000 in 1926; 
next to 10,000,000 in 1927; 
then to 11,032,000 in 1928; 
and now to 11,102,664 vol- 
umes. 
eee 
In the distribution of this 
great host, the Society had the 
cooperation and devoted help 
of 330 colporteurs, 1,713 cor- 
respondents, and 2,594 volun- 
teers, or a total of 4,637 work- 
ers, not counting headquarters 
and Agency staffs. This is by far the largest 
number of workers registered during the 114 
years’ history of the Society. 
r) 2 
THosE who saw the April, 1929, issue of the 
ReEcorp may recall the picture of or tesla 
dent Johnson and the statement that a Bible 
had been placed in every cabin. The fact was 
mentioned that each Bible contained a_ slip 
stating that it was “Presented by Robert Dollar 
for the use of passengers in the hope that they 
may receive the same inspiration he has had 
through the reading of a chapter each day dur- 
ing the past fifty years.” 
Hy chery 
In April of this year, through the Secretary 
of our Pacific Agency, has come a letter from 
Capt. Dollar with the message that shipments 


CAPTAIN ROBERT DOLLAR 


of Scripture by the American Bible Society 
will be transported on ships of the Dollar Lines 
to their ports of call without cust to the So- 
ciety—the charges being met by Capt. Dollar 
personally as an individual contribution to the 
distribution of the Scriptures. 

Thus the founder and head of the Dollar 
S. S. Lines, which sail practically all around 
the world, gives further demonstration of his 
belief in the Bible and desire to have it widely 
and fruitfully read. It is a 
generous and practical contri- 
bution to the work of the So- 
ciety of which he is an honored 
Vice-President. 

e e 

Amone recent publications 
of the American Bible Society 
abroad has been an edition of 
the New Testament in Japa- 
nese, with a paper cover, which 
is priced at ten sen (Sc) a 
copy. This has been specially 
prepared for the “Kingdom of 
God Movement in Japan,” 
which, under the leadership of 
Mr. Kagawa, is seeking to in- 
crease greatly the number of 
Christians in the Japanese 
Empire. The distribution of 
this Testament is one of the 
special plans of this move- 
ment, and it is earnestly hoped that the influ- 
ence of this little volume with its green paper 
covers will be deep and lasting as it comes into 
the lives of those who have not known its 
power. 

This edition is costing the Society about half 
as much again as the price at which the books 
are to be sold. 

e e 

Our “donors” participate in the work not 
alone through contributions. Here is a mes- 
sage from one in Florida: 

I am one of those who need help. Not financial 
help—the Lord has given me health and strength to 
care for myself. As a sort of self-appointed missionary 
to the prisoners in our jails and prison camps,— 


Florida works her convicts on building roads and 
houses them in camps at different places,—I have often 
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calls for Bibles and Testaments, which I am unable 
to buy, and so have to ask your Society for them. 
Only recently, in a camp with sixty men I found there 
was not a copy of God’s Word in the camp. Your 
Society furnished what was needed through the Rich- 


mond office. 
* ok * 


Here is a message from another in far 
Persia: 


Please accept the enclosed check as a small con- 
tribution towards the splendid work you are doing in 
giving God’s Word to so 
many to whom it is the only 
light and guide they have. 

It is most encouraging to 
see how many of the Assy- 
rians who have been living in 
Russia until they can stand it 
no longer, and who are doing 
all they can to come back to 
Persia, buy the Scriptures ; for 
they say, “We are so hungry 
for the Word.” 

Over twenty thousand of our 
Assyrian Christians who are 
living there would come back 
here, were it not that they are 
not allowed to bring any 
money across the border, and 
are stripped of all they have 
after a careful search of their 
persons and belongings; hence 
they get here with nothing. 

e e 


NEwspAPERS all over 
the country are comment- 
ing on the great circulation 
of the Bible and the wide 
and deep interest in re- 
ligion. This is significant and encouraging. 
Not only are all sections of our great country 
represented, but the papers also present a cross 
section of its varied communities—the com- 
paratively small town, the fair-sized city, and 
the great metropolis. The cartoon on this page 
is an example from the Pacific coast. Extracts 
follow from the press of a small town, a large 
city, and a metropolis. 


—Gale 


* KK 


The columnist for The Press of Crosby, 
North Dakota, writes at some length in sur- 


prise on the subject, and concludes with these 
words : 


All of which goes to show that the march of 
humanity toward Christianity isn’t headed by a brass 
band; that there is a subtle something within us that 
is fortified by faith, and that the Word of God per- 
meates the whole human structure here, there and 
everywhere, quietly, yet firmly, and without the brass 
cymbals of show and bluster. and publicity. The 
Pharisee has always stood by and wondered at the 
march of Christianity, just as we wonder at this 
silent distribution of the Bible in an age that is 
saturated with immorality and crime. But it is there, 
and the unbeliever will find it harder than ever to 
understand. 


WHEN BOLSHEVISM IS FORGOTTEN 


in the Los Angeles Times 
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The Courier, of Buffalo, New York, com- 
ments: 


Men and women, one must conclude from such 
statistics, never before gave so much attention to 
religion as at present. They may turn more than 
formerly from this or that form of religion, but reli- 
gion itself engages their thoughts more seriously 
than ever. 

oe ee 


From the old and important Public Ledger 
of Philadelphia, published 
under the same auspices 
as the Ladies’ Home Jour- 
nal and the Saturday Eve- 
ning Post, comes this 
significant observation: 


Back of these figures is the 
greater reality of a human 
need and appetite. Above all 
other problems, man is con- 
cerned to know his own soul 
and to determine his responsi- 
bility to the source of life and 
his own spiritual destiny. He 
seeks to weave all his experi- 
ences into the pattern of these 
mysteries, and to find faith, 
if he can, in a purpose which 
directs his life. 

While these needs endure, it 
is idle and superficial to. talk 
of the failure of religion; for 
religion is much less a matter 
of creeds than of human con- 
science and conduct, and of the 
earnest seeking after light and 
guidance. And the book which 
has counseled and comforted 
sO many generations of men is still the chief of all 
sources to which men go for help. 
oe 


There is only one “the book’”’—the Bible. 
e e 


WiIrH an order for some of our penny por- 
tions, recently came this illuminating para- 
graph. It suggests how to use the books: 


I know it is not business to write in a business 
letter other things, but pardon what I now write as 
illustrating how I use the books. I take a few in my 
pocket when I go abroad. I meet a driver of an oil 
car: I hand him one. I encounter a man going to 
the cotton field: I give him one. My washwoman 
comes for my washing: she receives one. In my 
parlor I entertain a D.D., a returned missionary, 
who has been preserved from death by a heathen 
friend; also a young woman who volunteered to 
drive him to my house. As they both rise to leave, 
I say, “You won't be offended if I treat you as my 
other guests?” So saying, I pick up two Gospels of 
Matthew, laying on my parlor table, and add, “Won't 
you each one accept this little token?” Then comes 
the census taker. After he has accomplished his 
business and rises to leave, I say, “I like to give 
anybody that visits me something” ; wherewith, tak- 
ing up two, Romans and James, I say, “Which 
of these will you have?” He hesitates, and I hand 


him James. Excuse this; but you see how I dispose 
of the Scriptures. 
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Unusual and True! 


By the Rey. Arthur F. Ragatz, D.D., Secretary, Western Agency 


ge SEEING such incidents as follow, I 
. realize that to some reader an actual hap- 
pening will appear overdrawn, if not fictitious. 
In fact, letters have come inquiring whether 
some certain story was founded upon fact. It 
should be remembered that the few stories we 
relate are taken from a great mass of material 
submitted by our fifty or more workers, repre- 
senting over one hundred thousand calls and 
interviews on people, many living in the slums 
of large cities, or in out-of-the-way rural sec- 
tions of this vast territory. Naturally, only the 
choicest and most unusual ones are selected; 
but each one has come from an unquestionable 
source, and the details have been painstakingly 
verified, until all of them can be and are 
vouched for in all their essential points. 


I. The Borrowed Gospel 


66 S AY, what’s that book you got there?’ 

asked a cowboy of his foreman, who 

-was adding a sum on the back of an envelope 
supported by a little book he held in his hand. 

“Why, that’s a Gospel of John,” absently re- 
plied the foreman. 

“Let me see it a minute,” said the cowboy 
when the other was through with it. The book 
was handed over, and at that moment the fore- 
man was summoned elsewhere. The cowboy 
also resumed his task and did not again see his 
boss for several days. In the meantime he 
read the book, and through its pages the Holy 
Spirit brought conviction and repentance to 

the heart of this care-free man of the plains. 


It Makes You Want to Be Better 


When the cowboy returned the book, the 
following conversation took place: 

“Boss, have you read it?” 

“No, I have not.” 

“Where do you reckon I could buy such a 
book?” 

“T don’t know; this one was given to me by 
a man I met at the supply store a couple of 
weeks ago.” 
- “Well, I’m going to buy one; and, if I was 
you, I’d sure read that book. It’s the best 
thing I ever read. If it wasn’t so small, I'd 
sure say it was a Bible, because a man can’t 
-read that book without making him want to 
be better than he was.” 


Il. The Gospel of John in the “Bull Pen” 


WINHE little Gospel of John was brought into 
iL the “bull pen” by a man who had, only 
a few hours. before, received it at one of the 


ESS 


downtown missions. Everything else he had 
in his pockets was taken from him; but the 
officer who searched him handed back the Gos- 
pel, which, on entering the large cage, the pris- 
oner promptly threw on the floor. Another 
prisoner picked it up and, after glancing 
through its pages, likewise tossed it aside. At 
least half a dozen men did the same thing, un- 
til it came into the hands of an old man of 
evil appearance. 


In the Hands of One Who Remembered 

His every act indicated that he was familiar 
with the book. . He turned several pages, until 
he seemed to find what he was looking for, 
and then settled down to read. Finally, he 
closed the book, went to a young boy who had 
been caught in the act of breaking into a store, 
and began to talk to him. The life of the old 
man had been one of crime. Many years had 
been spent in penitentiaries. His life had been 
a failure all because, as he earnestly assured 
the boy, he had turned away from the teach- 
ings of his godly parents and had chosen the 
path of evil. 

Then, taking from his pocket the little Gos- 
pel, he handed it to the boy and told him to 
see how much he could repeat from memory. 
Verse after verse, occasionally an entire chap- 
ter, were repeated almost word for word. Fi- 
nally he said, “Young man, I want you to keep 
this book. Read it, and if you follow its teach- 
ings, you'll not come to such a place again.” 
Following Good Advice from a Questionable Source 

The young man had not been brought up in 
a Christian home; in fact, he had had no home 
from the time he was eleven years old. Some- 
how he had never come in contact with Chris- 
tian teaching or influence—this was the first 
sermon he had ever heard. Before his case 
was called in court the following morning, he 
had read the entire Gospel. More than that, 
he had made a solemn resolution to follow the 
advice of the old man. So earnest was he in 
his new resolve, that—to the great astonish- 
ment of the court—he readily told the truth, 
acknowledged his guilt and made no plea for 
mercy. The judge was frankly puzzled. After 
much questioning, the young man’s story was 
told, with the result that he received but a 
short sentence. During his incarceration, he 
completely surrendered himself to God, and 
since his release has devoted his spare time try- 
ing to help others find the source of strength 
that had made of him a new creature through 
faith in the Lord. 
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Ill. A Book like Teacher’s 


66 H, Mother, that’s the book my 

teacher has,” exclaimed a_thirteen- 
year-old girl, as she saw a Bible a colporteur 
was showing. 

“Are you sure it’s like hers?” asked the 
mother. 

“Yes, yes, I’m sure it is,” said the girl as 
she turned its pages. “And, see, it’s printed 
by the American Bible Society, just like teach- 
ers.” 

“My daughter,” said the mother, “has been 
using her noon hours, even staying after 
school at times reading a book like this that 
the teacher of our school had on her desk. 
She has been telling us about it and has learned 
many things by heart. We have tried and 
tried to get one like it, but couldn’t find one in 
any of the stores. We are so glad you came; 
for we want to buy one—we all want to read 
it 


IV. Didn’t Know Bibles Were Still in Use 


7 HILE waiting for a bus, a colporteur 

was asked by a traveling salesman 

what line he was selling. When told, the 

man considered it a great joke, and, after up- 
roarious laughter, said: 

“Don’t you know you can’t sell Bibles in 
this day and age? That book has been obso- 
lete for a generation. Bob Ingersoll proved it 
to be a fake, and people stopped reading it. 
Why, I didn’t know it was still being pub- 
lished.” 

The colporteur then told him that the Bible 
was the world’s best seller, was translated into 
more than 800 languages and dialects, that a 
new translation was appearing at the rate of 
one every six weeks, and that during the last 
twelve months between thirty and forty million 
copies had been distributed. 

It was difficult for the man to believe these 
things. He frankly stated his doubts. A few 
days later they again met, and the colporteur 
showed this man a list of several dozen sales 
he had made since their last meeting. The 
doubter was impressed and, after some urging, 
bought a cheap Testament, with the prom- 
ise that he, for the first time in his life, would 
read the Scriptures, 


The Infidel Recants 

A month passed by before these men met 
again. This time a greatly changed man 
greeted the colporteur with the remark, 
“Brother, I’ve read the Testament through, 
and have reread many times certain parts of 
it, and I’m here to say that Ingersoll never 
read the Bible, or if he did, he was either a 
fool or a knave to go about ‘lecturing against 


“it; for he claimed it told about God and how 
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it. I have received more help from this Testa- 
ment than I’ve gotten in all my life reading 
the things that have been written against it.” 


V. The Mysterious Treasure in the Wall 
66 O, I ain’t out of my head, nor I ain’t | 
forgot where that book is neither. Get 

an axe, take off that sheeting from the wall 
down by the floor near thet there door, and 
you'll find it.” . 
" This was said by an old rancher out on the 
plains. He had been thrown from his horse 
and was lying near death in his crude shack, 
where two of his workmen had brought him. 

The nearest doctor was sixty miles away, 
and, while one of the men had gone for medi- 
cal aid, the other one was doing what he could 
to make the sufferer comfortable. Several 
times the injured man had been delirious, and 
this time the watcher thought the other must 
surely be out of his mind; for he had asked 
that an axe be used to remove some of the 
boards that served as an inner lining of the 
wall of the shack. But, as stated, the wounded 
man was not delirious. 

After Twenty Years 

When the board indicated had been re- 
moved, there, covered with dust and cobwebs, 
the watcher found a little Testament. 

“That’s it; that’s the book,” exclaimed the | 
sufferer as he saw it taken from the wall. “A ) 
feller was drivin’ through here when I was 
buildin’ this shack, more’n twenty years ago, 
and he talked me into buyin’ that there Bible, 
sayin’ I'd orter have one in my new home. I 
put it up on top that scantlin’, and when I got | 
though buildin’ that wall, the book was gone. 
I knew where it had fell to, but never cared 
enuf about it to go tear down the wall to get 
it. But I guess I’m done fer, and, if thet book 
tells the things he said it did, I want to hear 


a feller could prepare to meet the Almighty, 
and thet’s what I need now—read it to me, 
will yout “He Loves Me” 

So, by the dim oil lamp, this kindly work- 
man read‘to the dying man random passages 
from the long-hidden book. Finally, by the 
guiding hand of the Holy Spirit, the reader 
turned to the third chapter of the Gospel of 
John, and during the reading of that blessed 
revelation of the Father’s love, the sufferer held 
up his hand and whispered, “That’s enough— 
read that again—where—it—says—He loves 
me.” Peace had come at last. The little Testa- 
ment, though long neglected yet never forgot- 
ten, had not failed the man who in his heart 
believed that somewhere within its pages he 
would hear the voice of God. 
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Aspects of Our Work 


By the Rev. M. B. Porter, Secretary, South Atlantic Agency 


Work among the Foreigners 


HIS phase of our work is assuming larger 
proportions and greater interest. We are 
doing work in a systematic way in Tampa, 
Tarpon Springs, and Key West, Florida. In 
these cities’ we find the largest groups of these 
people. Due to religious prejudice on the part 
of the priests, the indifference of the people 
in many instances, and other causes, this work 
is the most 
difficult we 
are trying to 
do. 

The fol- 
lowing brief 
letter from a 
busy pastor 
gives a good 
insight into 
the character 
and needs: 
“Thank you 
so much for 
your — kind- 
ness in send- 
ing us a sup- 
ply of Scrip- 
tures. I am 
going to get 
some of the 
wealthy 
churches to 
help me with 
the Spanish 
Testaments ; 
for, with the 
reduction 
you make, 
we could sell many of these to those who need 
them so much. The Cubans here are in a state 
of the saddest spiritual destitution. It is high 
time we did something to meet this condition of 
affairs. The factories are closed. They have 
“no work, little food, and what money they have 
goes to the lottery and for drink in many 
cases. Young people are growing up half- 
American and half-Cuban, and they seem to 
imbibe what is poorest in the two races. Again 
I thank you for the Scriptures.” 

Three Pictures 
The pictures herewith are of a phase of the 
_ work—that for the poor whites living in the 
~ mountains of the Carolinas or on the lowlands 
- of Florida. 


A MOUNTAIN WHITE MOTHER 
Proud owner of a Bible given by the 
American Bible Society. 


e- 


Christian Endeavor 
As is always the case, the young people take 
a deep interest in any kind of work when they 
Our Christian Endeavorers 


can see results. 


A FLORIDA HOME AND THE HOUSEKEEPER 
The mother died a year ago. 

stand for the Bible firm and strong, and a good 
work is being done by them in giving the 
printed Word to those who need it. We quote 
just one letter from them: 

“The South Carolina Young People’s Con- 
ference wishes to extend to your Society its 
sincere thanks for the penny portions for use 


CRACKER FAMILY AND THEIR PALMETTO SHACK 


in our conference. They helped us in a wonder- 
ful way. We made good use of the literature 
you sent, and got an article inserted in the 
conference news sheet about the Bible Society. 
There are some 300 young people in our church 


who know what you are, what you are doing, 
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and have a tender spot in their hearts for you. 
It might interest you to know that some of our 
young people gave their portions to our home 
mission teacher to carry back to a conference 
to be held in one of our mountain schools. 
Down here we want our young people to live 
that song, ‘If you have a kindness shown, 
pass it on.’” 
Public Schools 

As in the past, so during this year we have 
endeavored to reach the young life found in 
the public schools of our section. In this en- 
terprise we have had the cooperation of a num- 
ber of teachers and other men and women in- 
terested in this work. By this plan, many 
thousands of Gospels and Testaments have been 
distributed, especially in the mountain schools 
of our several states. Often, they go into 
homes where God’s Word has never been, and 
in many cases the parents become as deeply 
interested as the children. Requests for Scrip- 
tures for school use have become more and 
more numerous, and we make every effort to 
grant such requests. 


A great many of the teachers write that they 
have a regular Bible study period, which the 
children enjoy and enter into with real zest. 
Many open the school with Bible reading, in 
which all are requested to take part. In one 
section we have furnished Testaments for the 
School Bag League, and each child carries its 
Testament and reads it daily. 

We try to minister also to the children of 
foreigners in some of our southern territory. 
One teacher writes: “I teach in the Latin 
American Institute. The children study Eng- 
lish and other school subjects, along with much 
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Bible study and drill. They get the English 
very quickly, because they try very hard and 
have consecrated teachers who pray much for 
them. The work is particularly difficult and 
sometimes very trying. It calls for more 
patience and constant watchfulness. The Scrip- 
tures in Spanish which you have been sending 
have been a wonderful help. Many have al- 
ready turned to the Lord; and it was because 
we gave the Word, and asked the Holy Spirit 
to use it for his glory. 

“One mother wrote us that before the Bible 
was a part of the day’s work, her child could 
not put down a book, or anything, in fact, 
without it disappearing; but since Bible study 
had been instituted, her child had not lost as 
much as a pencil. She said, ‘Investment in 
character makes honorable upright citizens. Is 
it not worth while?’ ” 

Another teacher writes: “The Bibles you 
sent were distributed to the children. Their 
names were written in them, as ‘presented by 
the American Bible Society.’ These Bibles 
are carried in the book bags, just as the other 
books are. One little girl saw her name on 
one, but she could not believe it was hers, be- 
cause she had not paid for it, and handed it 
back, saying, ‘My Pa is too poor to pay for it, 
and he don’t like for us children to read it 
anyway.’ However, she took the Bible and 
would ask her father hard words found in it. 
Some months later, she told her teacher that, 
‘Pa keeps my Bible so much, I don’t have 
chance to learn my verses; but he don’t holler 
at us and fuss at Ma, like he used to, and we 
think it is doing him a lot of good, and I like 
my Pa now.’ ” 


‘Thumb-nail Sketches from Buleanalandeeeeae 


How about the Priest Himself? 
N a village where the mayor invited our col- 
porteur to his own house to dinner, and 
asked him to visit every home and invite the 
people to buy the Scriptures, the only sign of 
opposition the colporteur encountered in all 
his stay was when he met the priest in a saloon. 
The priest told him that the gospel, being such 
a good book, ought not to be taken into such 
a bad place as a saloon! 
The Bible for Bedtime Stories 
A Bulgarian government official came into 
our Sofia depository to buy a Bible. He said 
he had a little boy who wanted to be read to 
every night before going to sleep. Although 
not a Protestant, he believed, he said, that the 
Bible was the best book and the finest source 
of good stories to be read to boys and girls. 


Sunday Work and the Bible 

A man who kept a coffeehouse in Salonika 
awoke to an interest in the Bible through one 
of our colporteurs, and became in turn the 
cause of the awakening of three or four of his 
relations or friends. To avoid working on 
Sundays and have an opportunity to hear the 
preaching of the gospel, he gave up his café 
and opened a glassware shop. Is that not a_ 
fine example to others? 


First Act of a Released Prisoner 
A young man from the Black Sea region, 
who was serving a term in a Greek prison, 
awoke to the truth as it is in Jesus from read- 
ing a New Testament while in prison. When 


he left the prison, he obtained some fifty Greek | 


New Testaments and distributed them freel 
in the market place, saying to those who r 


' 


: 
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ceived them, “I have been in prison and this 
book awoke me.” 


Good Ground Not Enough without the Seed 
Old Yanko Doytcheff has been sowing the 


seed of the Word in Philippopolis, the second 


not admit any life beyond the grave. 


4 


< 


= 
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city of Bulgaria, for many years. He tells of 
meeting with an infidel Jew, who said he did 
Inas- 
much as there is but little in the Old Testament 
about the life hereafter, and in conversation 
with a Jew one is shut up to the Old Testa- 
ment, one might have thought that our colpor- 
teur would give up the case. But not so. With 
no delay, he reminded the Jew of Enoch and 
Elijah, who, he said, had been “carried away 
by God in his heavenly Zeppelin.” This so in- 
terested the man, that he wanted to read the 
Bible. He was, however, unwilling to pay the 
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75 levs (about half a dollar) that was its price, 
and begged to be loaned the book. This gave 
the opportunity to tell how in it alone is to be 
found food for the soul. 

__ “But,” said the Jew, “I have a good heart.” 
“Perhaps you have a good heart,’ Doytcheff 
replied ; “but your good heart cannot save you. 
It can at best be like good ground in which no 
seed has been sown. It is necessary to sow 
good seed in that ground, and the Word of 
God is, this good seed. A man with only a 
good heart, if he is not instructed by the Word 
of God, is good for nothing.” 

While they thus talked, a young rabbi ap- 
proached them. Our colporteur appealed to 
the rabbi to say whether this was not a divine 
book and food for the soul, without which the 
soul must die, and in the end each of them 
bought a Hebrew Bible. 


In Santhern South America 


By the Rey. Paul Penzotti, Secretary, La Plata Agency 
All news from our sister republics in South America in these days 1s or should be of special 
interest to us in the North; but when we learn of the spreading of the gospel there, it is good 
news indeed. Glimpses and phases of work in the La Plata Agency follow. 


HE year 1929 has been one of the most 


. 


interesting ones in Bible work. Our 15 


-colporteurs, three sub-Agents, as well as the 


Agency Secretary, have been very busy travel- 
ing all over this most extensive Agency, com- 
posed of Argentina, Uruguay, Paraguay, and 


a 
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which 12,474 Bibles, 18,028 Testaments, and 
126,640 portions were sold, and 80 Bibles and 
20,000 Gospels were donated. This distribu- 
tion was accomplished by 19 colporteurs and 
250 correspondents. In this work, 6,280 days 
were spent and 71,300 miles traveled. 


“THE BEST BIBLE COACH IN THIS COUNTRY” 


‘Chile. The La Plata Agency has 16,000,000 
people in its territory. It is a very cosmopoli- 
tan crowd,—from all over the world,—so that 


we must always have a good supply of books 
in many languages. 

Our Sales for the Year é 
During the year 1929 we were able to dis- 


‘tribute 177,222 volumes of the Scripture, of 


2 
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Bible Coaches ; 

Our “F. G. Penzotti” Bible coach in Uru- 
guay has been doing a splendid work in that 
most progressive country. It has been my 
privilege to spend several weeks there, travel- 
ing in the Bible coach, visiting the Waldensian 
colonies. These good people are always greatly 
interested in our work, and help us very gen- 
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erously. Were it not for them, we would not 
be able to travel as extensively as we do in 
Uruguay. Our subagent there, R. L. Chap- 
lin, is the man who has done most of the work 
with the Bible coach. As he is a linguist, he 
is able to work among the foreign populations. 


I am glad we are able to report that the 
Mennonites have recently purchased the best 
Bible coach in this country. It cost them 
$2,000 and is a beauty. I am greatly pleased 
_to see that the different missions are becoming 
more and more interested in Bible distribution 
and have their own Bible coaches. The Free 
Brethren have one; Mr. Yoder, of Rio Cuarto, 
has one; the Evangelical Union of South 
America has also acquired one. It is now 
our turn to get one, and we are hoping that 
we shall be able to do so this year.” The amount 
needed for this work is $2,000 U.S. gold. It 
is the ideal way to travel in the interior of 
this extensive country, where very often ac- 
commodations are not of the best. Then we 
are able to visit the far-away places where it 
has not been possible to go on foot. 


Preaching and Bible Distribution in Theaters 


_ The Secretary has, during the past year, 
spent a great deal of his time in the interior 
of the country, with a borrowed Bible coach. 
The idea was to get as large a crowd as pos- 
sible, in each town, to present to them Bible 
work and the value of the Book. In a great 
many places there are no churches; so we were 
compelled to rent some theater, advertising 
the meeting as. well as possible. The results 
obtained were often quite remarkable. We 
generally carry with us a fine collection of 
views on Bible work all over the world. People, 
as a rule, are attracted by pictures. We often 
have a full house, speak to them on the Bible, 
the object of our work, and we finish our meet- 
ing by offering to them the Bible. We often 
ask some young ladies of the local evangelical 
churches to help us in the sale of the books, 
with splendid results. 


“Never Cost Us One Cent”’ 


One thing that shows how people appreciate 
our work, is the fact that the renting of these 
places has never cost us one cent. We always 
ask those present who appreciate our work 
and who are willing to help us, to contribute 
as they leave the place. So far they have al- 
ways contributed more than was needed. We 
are planning this year to do more of this work, 
specially in the far-away places where no col- 
porteur has been able to visit. 


Local Offering toward Our Work 


The La Plata Agency has always led in the 
amount collected locally for the support of 
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our work. The year 1928 was a record year. 
We were hoping that 1929 would still be bet- 
ter, but, we are sorry to say, we have not come 
up to our expectations. The sum contributed 
locally is $10,904.60 Argentine currency, or 
U. S. $4,361.84. The political situation of 
Argentina has not been of the best, so our 
business people are uneasy and do not feel 
that they can help us. 


Argentina ¥ 
In Argentina, we are being confronted with 
the immigration problem. Up to within ten 
years, most of our immigration came from 
the south of Europe, but now we are getting 
people from the north: Germans, Poles, 
Czechoslovaks, etc. A great many of, them 
are Protestant. Years ago, when the Argen- 
tine Government took the census of its popu- 
lation, it invariably announced the number 
of Catholics and Protestants to be found with- 
in its territory; but they no longer do that. 
The Protestant population has increased tre- 
mendously within these last years. An unfor- 
tunate fact is that the Protestant churches are 
not taking proper care of these immigrant 
Protestants. Our colporteurs visit them as 
often as our means allow us, furnishing them 
with the Word of God. 


Saved from the Fire 


In the province of Cordoba, a very old town 
by the name of Villa del Rosario was once 
the second in the province, though no longer 
holding that rank. In it there are numerous 
Roman Catholic churches and convents. Here 
Antonio Murillo was the parish priest. The 
account of his conversion as given by Mr. 
Ernest Gray, of the Brethren Church, is very 
interesting. 

Born in Granada, Spain, he was trained for | 
the priesthood in the seminary there, and 
wholly ignorant of the Bible. He was sent 
out to the Argentine and settled in Villa del 
Rosario. In 1915, Mr. Lear (a missionary of 
the Brethren Church), together with other be- 
lievers, visited the place. In this case, the dis- 
tribution of Gospels and Testaments occasioned 
tumults; several were arrested, and the meet- | 
ings prohibited. 7 

These happenings attracted the attention of | 
Senor Murillo, and from the public fire he 
saved a copy of the New Testament, which he | 
began to read and also to discuss its contents 
with the other priests in the same town. He 
even carried the arguments to the church dig- 
nitaries in the capital of Cordoba, and was in 
formed that the. majority of the priests hac 
the same doubts as he had; but, as the priest: 
hood provided them all with an easy and lucra 


-and left the Church of Rome. 


He travels over that country, 


‘writes: “Never have we seen 


“ 
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“the year, but most of our work has been done 
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tive living, they preferred to stick to it and 
advised him to do the same. 

After a while Mr. Murillo was converted 
His resignation 
‘from the position of priest occasioned much 
stir in Cordoba. Mr. Lear visited Sefor Mu- 
rillo, encouraging him to continue in his new 
faith. He is now a very faithful member of 
our church, does a great deal of gospel work 
in that place, and is greatly respected by all. 

Uruguay 
The progressive Republic of Uruguay is in 


‘the La Plata Agency. We have in that country 


one of our leading colporteurs, 
Mr. Fidalgo, who, with his 
bicycle, is a well-known worker. 


which has the fortune of having 
the best roads in South Amer- 
ica. 
The Adventists are the most 
active in colportage work in that 
country. Mr. Krieghoof, super- 
intendent of that mission, 


such interest in the reading ot 
the Biblgsin this beautiful coun- 
try, as we do at present. The 
great majority of our own col- 
porteurs carry the Bible with 
them. As the result of Bible 
work in the interior, | was re- 
quested some time ago to fol- 
dow up the work started by 
some of our men, and I am glad 
to report that I baptized several 


" people who were converted through the reading 


of the Bible. The Holy Book opens their eyes 
and shows them the way of salvation. We are 
very thankful that we are allowed to cooperate 


with the American Bible Society in this blessed 


work.” 
Chile 


The Republic of Chile, on the western coast 
of South America, has not received from us 
the attention we would like to give them, on 
account of the distances which separate us. 


Crossing the Andes is very easily done, when 
you have abundant funds on hand, 


which is 
not the case with our Bible Society. It is said 
that the trip across the Andes is the most ex- 
pensive railroad trip in the world, costing about 
one dollar a mile. We, therefore, prefer to 
spend that money in the purchase of books, 
leaving the direction of our work in the hands 


of Mr. Martinez, our sub-Agent in that coun- 


try. ; 
~ “We have had one regular colporteur during 


y 


FE 


BrBLE Soctety RECORD 


7jpe) 


through missionaries. We have furnished 
books gratis, in several instances, to pastors. 
who devote a great deal of their time in the 
circulation of the Bible and who pay their own 
travel expenses. 


Quite often in our travels all over this ex- 
tensive Agency, we meet discouraged pastors 
and missionaries. We invariably recommend 
colportage work as the best means of reaching 
people, and it is a great source of comfort to 
us to see how many pastors have sent us their 
testimonies of real work done among the people 
they could not reach before. We have often 
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stated in our talks on Bible work before the 
churches, that, if it were in our power, we 
would not allow any young man to start his 
pulpit work until he had had at least one year 
of colportage work. It is the best training 
for pastoral work that we know of. We have 
noted that the native men in these countries 
who have done the best work for the church 
are those who gave part of their time to Bible 
distribution. 
Our Needs 

We are greatly indebted to the Christian 
people in the. homeland for their continued 
generosity in our behalf. We are glad that 
in 1930 we are to receive a larger amount as 
our appropriation, although we do not at pres- 
ent receive more than half of the amount we 
could use every year in this blessed work. 
We ought to have at least 20,000 Bibles, 50,000 
Testaments, and 200,000 Gospels every year, 
in order to .meet the demand from this field. 
We are hoping that the day will soon come 
when this can be done. 
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In and Around the National Capital 


By the Rev. James H. Hyatt, D.D., Secretary, National Capital Agency 


HE Bible holds its place of importance in 

the conversion of men, and still is a fac- 
tor in the upbuilding of Christian faith of 
people everywhere. Recognizing the proposi- 
tion that it is well worth while to place at least 
a penny portion or the whole New Testament 
in portions in the hands of young people, a 
group assembled for a dinner conference in 
Washington, and talked over the matter. 
They decided they would distribute penny por- 
tions of Proverbs. Others, in a number of 
localities, also decided to take steps to reach 
the young life of their communities. Proverbs 
was chosen as the book. They were distrib- 
uted, not only in Sunday schools, but among 
the children of secular schools, and to the boys 
in Scout troops. 

The Command to Evangelize 

The office has received encouraging reports 
from several earnest volunteer workers in the 
field. These are men devoted to the work and 
receive no salary. They work for the love of 
the cause. With enthusiasm, they go forth 
to obey the Master’s command—Go, teach, and 
preach. It is certain that they are really doing 
the work of evangelists in the scriptural way. 
They receive no offerings, but contribute of 
their means to purchase the Scriptures, so that 
more seed may be supplied for their field op- 
portunities. Usually they purchase Testaments 
or portions, and particularly the Gospel of 
John. Street meetings are generally held on 
Wednesday and Saturday nights in the sum- 
mer time. 

These men tell of the open-air Bible school. 
Here they work with the children and teach 
them to recite selected Bible verses and short 
Bible stories. The open-air Sunday school be- 
comes more systematized. The children are 
given cards for attendance, and rewards for 
verses committed to memory. Wall mottoes, 
with helpful verses for the home life, and 
leather-bound New Testaments are used as re- 
wards for studying the truth as it is in the 
Book. 

One man writes: “God’s Word, living, writ- 
ten or spoken, will not return to him void, and 
I am constrained to think that it means his 
Word, not my explanations or talks thereon. 
Of course, God will use our efforts, but we 
must not forget that it is the entrance of his 
Word which giveth light.” 


Scriptures Donated 
The Girls’ Cooperative League in Wilming- 
ton; New Castle County Poor House, Dela- 
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ware; the Social Service Department of the 
Johns Hopkins Hospital in Baltimore; the 
Walter Reed Hospital, the work directed by 
Major James Asher of the Salvation Army, 
the Gospel Mission, the Young Men’s Chris- 
tian Association, in Washington; State Hos- 
pital at Sykesville, Fort George Meade, City 
Mission Home, Chetelham Reformatory, 
House of Correction, the Penitentiary, Aged 
People’s Home for Men, Aged People’s Home 
for Women, Florence Crittenton Mission, in 
Maryland; have all received grants of Bibles, 
Testaments or portions during the year. A 
Bible was presented to the Strawbridge Home 
for Boys for use in the open-air sanctuary, 
dedicated before a large interested assemblage. 
Universal Bible Sunday 

On December 8, 1929, many pastors within 
this Agency observed Universal Bible Sunday. 
A growing interest is taken each year in the 
program of the American Bible Society. The 
responsive reading prepared by the Society has 
proved to be very beneficial in the carrying out 
of the program for Bible Day. At one service 
at Riderwood, Baltimore County, Maryland, 
the Rev. John E. Holt, pastor, a pulpit Bible 
was presented, and copies of Proverbs were 
distributed to the official board and congrega- 
tion. This was followed by a further distri- 
bution to the children in the public schools. 

Another service in Baltimore was unique. It 
was that held at Monroe Street Methodist Epis- 
copal Church. The pastor, Rev. C. A. Sadof- 
sky, had arranged for a special day, and asked 
those who could bring a Bible, to do so. 
Prizes were offered for the oldest and newest, 
largest and smallest, most marked and most 
worn, and also the best-looking Bible. A spe- 
cial prize was offered to the one who had read 
the Bible through the most times. 

The service was a fine success. Bibles of all 
sizes, ages and descriptions were brought and 
placed upon tables before the chancel rail of 
the church. There were Greek, German, He- 
brew, Catholic, and English Bibles. One had 
been in the family of the person who brought 
it for one hundred and eight years. A Ger- 
man Bible one hundred and six years old was 
also brought by one of the members. The 
prizes awarded were gifts of the New Testa- 
ment. Both the church and the community 
were benefited by this service. 


Groups at Work 


Personal workers have set themselves to the — 


task of distributing the Scriptures during the — 
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year. A group in Washington, representing 
several denominations, not only distribute 
Testaments and portions, but unfold from time 
to time the contents of this living Word. This 
group comprises representatives of the follow- 
ing denominations: Lutheran, Methodist Epis- 
copal, Methodist Episcopal Church, South, 
Presbyterian, Baptist, and the Pentecostal 
Church. They have had meetings at which ten 
workers have gathered to do personal work 
with the Word among those who greatly need 
this kind of help. Proverbs and New Testa- 
ments have been gratuitously distributed by 
these workers who love to see the eyes of 
‘people looking into the Way. A group of in- 
terdenominational workers have distributed 
Gospels in Baltimore with the understanding 
that those who receive them will read the little 
books. 
Their Book in Their Own Language 

Pastors of foreign missions have been urged 
to interest their own people and the people 
in their respective communities in the Scrip- 
tures published in their own tongues. We 
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have succeeded in finding representatives for 
this work among Italians, Poles, Jews, Czechs, 
and, in some instances, among those who have 
worked in the Chinese Sunday schools. 

Other nationalities have also received grants 
of Scriptures from time to time. Where for- 
eign-speaking people have been found either in 
institutions or residences, we have tried to 
place with them, either by grant or sale, a Bible 
or one of the books of the Bible, in their own 
language. 

I love every page in the Book of Life, 
The story of God’s great love; 

I love every gleam on my daily path 
It gives from His glory above! 

I love every psalm; 
I love every law; 

I love every promise true. 


The love that I bear to the Word of God, 
Is the love I wish for you. 


Thus Frederick Carl Rueggeberg, of the 
Maryland Bible Society, breathed the very 
thought that expresses love for God, love for 
his Word, and love for his workers. Those 
who are colaborers with God in Christ will 
catch the vision. 


Items on Printing and Translation 


HOTQGRAPHIC processes of making 

plates for Scripture portions are playing 
an increasingly large part in our publication 
work. 


In Algiers, there is being published an edi- 
tion of the Gospel of Luke from plates made by 
photographing Arabic copy, handwritten by a 
mative scribe. In the eyes of conservative Mo- 
hammedans this makes a much more pleasing 
ook, than when the text is printed from type. 
he Rev. Percy Smith has carried this through 
for the Society. 


* K * 


We have published the New Testament and 
other portions, through the years, in a number 
of Latin-American Indian languages, and are 
working on several more. As in most cases 
it is deemed wise to print the Spanish text 
in diglot form with these, a standard format 
has been prepared for the Spanish that will 
conform to the Indian languages and so make 
possible a uniform series of Indian-Spanish 
diglots. The occasion of publishing the Cak- 
chiquel New Testament has been chosen to in- 
augurate this series. As most Indian words 
are longer than the Spanish, it was first neces- 
sary to determine the average length to which 
the Indian languages run. A Spanish reference 
text is being set, to be placed on one page 
with the Indian text facing it, in such a way 
as to avoid the necessity of resetting the Span- 


a 


ish type for each diglot. The new type face be- 
ing used can be effectively reduced or enlarged 
by photographic process as need shall arise in 
the future. After the solution of this problem 
and some perplexing questions of Cakchiquel 
orthography, typesetting is rapidly going for- 
ward. 
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We have just received from the translator, 
Mr. Rodolphe Petter, a multigraphed copy of 
the Book of Acts in the language of the Chey- 
enne Indians, set by Mr. Petter and an Indian 
helper. Plates are now being made for this by 
photography, and we hope to publish the book 


very soon. 
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In sending this translation of Acts, Mr. 
Petter refers to the problems of translating the 
Epistle to the Romans into this language. He 
writes: 

The depth of that epistle and Paul’s phraseology 
made it quite a task to render it into the difficult 
Cheyenne language. Had to crawl from verse to verse, 
consulting two different Greek texts, besides the Vul- 
gate, several English, French and German translations ; 
besides reliable commentaries and the new Manual 
Greek Lexicon by G. Abbott-Smith, also the Griech- 
ish-deutches Worterbuch by H. Ebeling. Had to ask 
a dozen Indian men and women to find an adequate 
word for “batch” instead of lump in Romans II, 16), 
and had to show them actually how pruning and graft- 
ing is done, in order to get through that chapter! But 
I found all I wanted to make the text rendering true, 
simple, and good. 
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HE American Bible Society was insti- 

tuted in 1816 with the sole object of en- 
couraging wider circulation of the Holy Scrip- 
tures, without note or comment. — 

Its program is world-wide and includes the 
translation of the Scriptures into the languages 
and common dialects of the people; the pub- 
lication of the Scriptures in styles suitable and 
convenient, and at the lowest possible cost; 
the distribution of the Scriptures throughout 
the world at cost or free, as a missionary pro- 
gram. 

Membership in the Society consists of four 
classes, each with its special privileges: 

1. Annual Members are constituted by an annual sub- 
scription of $5.00. ox 

2. Life Members are constituted by a subscription 
of $50.00 at one time. 

3. Life Directors are constituted by a subscription of 
$150.00 in one or two payments. ; 

4. Memorial Members are constituted by a contri- 
bution of $100.00. The contributor names the one 
in whose memory the Membership is created. The 
Bible is distributed through the years in memory 
of such a person. 
Handsome engraved certificates are presented to 

Life Directors and Life Members. 

Full information about the privileges of 
Membership will be sent on application. 

The Society is supported by the gifts of its 
members and friends and by the contributions 
of Christian churches with which the Society 
has official or semi-official relations. 


APRIL MEETING OF THE BOARD 
HE twelfth stated meeting of the Board 
of Managers of the American Bible So- 
ciety in-its one hundred and fourteenth year 
was held at the Bible House, Astor Place, New 
York, on Thursday, April 3, 1930) at 3:50 
o’clock p. m., President E. Francis Hyde in 
the chair. 
Devotional exercises were conducted by Mr. 
George Tiffany. 
The minutes of the eleventh stated meeting 
were approved. 
The following memorial minute, presented 
by the appointed committee, was adopted by a 
rising vote. 


Volume 75 


Edward W. Bok, LL.D. 


The death of Edward W. Bok, on January 9, 1930, 
took from the public life of the country one of its 
most constructive citizens, and from the Ameri 
Bible Society one of its honored Vice-Presidents. Born 
in Holland, October 9, 1863, of distinguished stock, 
and brought by his parents to the United States whi 
six years of age, he made a record remarkable eve 
among the many who as immigrants have risen t 
success and high honor in the land of their adoption. 
His contribution to his fellows and his time was three 
fold: as editor, as author, and as philanthropist. A 
editor, he not only helped build up a circulation for hi 
magazine beyond all precedent, but so eliminated frc 
its columns the unwholesome and magnified the stimu 
lating and healthy, that it was an influence for g 
in the lives of millions. As an author, his books were 
written to help and inspire others—his autobiog 
raphy, by general consent, being one of the best. A 
philanthropist, he was not only original and unique 
but encouraging to high achievement and wider service 

In 1921, he became a Vice-President of the-Ameri 
Bible Society. He was pronounced in his belief i 
the value of the church, among his books being on 
entitled “The Young Man and The Church.” He ac 
cepted election as a Vice-President because of his beliei 
in the Bible, its value to individuals, to the country an 
to the world. Of it, in answering a young man’s ques 
tion “Where can I find success?” he wrote, “No boo 
has come so intimately into the hearts and lives of s 
many of the human race, as has the Bible. It is thig 
fact that has made it the superior book of the world.’ 

_The Board of Managers would record their appre 
ciation of this fine Christian citizen, and extend t 
Mrs. Bok and her sons its sympathy. 

The death of Mr. William J. Stitt, a Man 
ager, was reported, and the President requeste 
to appoint a committee to prepare a memoria 
minute. 

The Board adopted a minute expressing td 
the New York Bible Society its sense of th 
loss which the Bible cause has sustained 
through the death of their late secretary, th 
Rev. George William Carter, Ph.D. 

Acceptance of his election as a Manager b 
Mr. William W. Hall was reported. 

The minutes of the various. standing com{ 
mittees were presented and approved. 

Action was taken setting aside the principa 
amount of the Sage bequest to be used as 
revolving fund to provide Bible Houses fr 
time to time in the fields of the Society, t 
promote the expansion and efficiency of theit 
Service, 

_The Treasurer reported the following con 
signments to the Society’s Foreign Agencie 
during the month of February, 1930: Brazi 
6,000 volumes, valued at $2,069.52; Caribbea’ 
5,397 volumes, valued at $701.46; Japan, 3, 
volumes, valued at $766.13; Mexico, 72 vol 
umes, valued at $60.66; West Indies, 46 vol 
umes, valued at $46.02; total volumes, 15,415 
total value, $3,643.79. 

The issues from the Bible House durin 
the month of February were 419,934 volume 

The meeting was adjourned. 
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re Pe eware GENERAL CASH STATEMENT 
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Total Cash Balance............eeceeeeeeerees $96,657 65 


ONE OF THE MANY REASON 


Why Christian Investors Secure 
Our Annuity Bond Agreements 


LIBERAL RATE PROMPTLY PAID 


The Rev. H. K. S., a missionary in South America, says: 


“™S 1 became familiar with the 1 have an increasing feeling of 
annuity plan of the American satisfaction with the arrangement. 


Bible Society, I was 
glad to learn that | 
could make a gift to 
the Society in such a 
way, and have never 
regretted having done 
so. The liberal rate 
which I receive is of 
course most acceptable. 
As each annuity check 
comes, twice a year 


and always promptly, 


‘Tt is an even greater 
satisfaction to know 
that, while the money 
I have given provides a 
substantial return dur- 
ing my life, it will some 
day be used in promot- 
ing the highly impor- 
tant work your Society 
is carrying on, in sending 
the gospel to so many 
parts of the world.” 


Hundreds of friends have written expressing complete satisfaction with 
the annuity plan. You, too, would be pleased with such an investment. 


Mail the Coupon Today! 


AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY 


Bible House, Astor Place, New York 


American Bible Society 
Bible House, Astor Place, New York City 


Please send me, without obligation, your booklet No. 62R entitled ‘‘Bibles and Bonds.”” 


